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The Morrell Nature Sanctuary Society has long 

been a fellowship of kindred spirits and a source 

for learning and the enjoyment of Nature. Our on-

going stewardship has also been a part of what 

we are. Many of our members/volunteers are 

actively involved with our trail maintenance team 

and in leading the elementary school classes 

through the forest. Most importantly, many of our 

members take on the necessary roles within the 

Society that “keep all of these good things 

happening.” Thank you to the coordinators and 

volunteers who help with public events, trail 

maintenance and interpretation for the Education 

programs. Collectively you help us understand, 

enjoy and preserve the Sanctuary. 

 

Our school programs continue to be a great 

success. Spring is our busiest time of the year. At 

this writing April is getting booked, we only have 

two days open in May and the first two weeks of 

June is filling up. We are losing some interpreters 

due do health reasons and need to replenish with 

our up and coming new volunteers.  

  

We have made two presentations about the 

Morrell Nature Sanctuary to the New Comers 

Clubs. The members were impressed and booked 

a nature walk and some have become new 

members of our Society. 

 

As I have said before it is heartening to know that 

more and more people in our area love the nature 

that surrounds us, want to learn more about it, 

are willing to work to help educate others and to 

protect habitat for wildlife.  

 

 

 

The Morrell Sanctuary Society is also a 

gathering of friends—both continuing and 

new ones to be discovered. 

 

It takes a good team of individuals to help an 

organization like ours to do all the great things 

we do. 

 

Remember—the most important person in 

the Morrell Society is—YOU! Singly and 

collectively your participation in the Morrell 

Sanctuary Society’s organizational roles, 

school programs, trail maintenance activities  

and social events helps you and all of those  
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        Storms and More Storms 

As winter progressed this year we have had a 

wild wind storms and many inches of snow.  This 

poem is something I learned in grade 4 and it has 

stuck with me all these years.  

             

                DO YOU FEAR THE WIND 

Do you fear the force of the wind, 
The slash of the rain? 
Go face them and fight them, 
Be savage again. 
Go hungry and cold like the wolf, 
Go wade like the crane: 
The palms of your hands will thicken, 
The skin of your cheek will tan, 
You'll grow ragged and weary and swarthy, 
But you'll walk like a man!   
                                    Hamlin Garland  

 

      

    

                 Christmas at Morrell 

 
Silent Auction baskets photo H. Allen 

The Woods Room was decorated in fine style on 

Dec. 6 with Christmas bows, cedar boughs and 

colorful lights.  

 

The party for the volunteers from Nanaimo 

Lifestyles Support Group and their case workers 

was held on Dec. 10. This group of adults with 

mental challenges keeps our Yew Loop trail raked 

throughout the year.   

 

The Pot Luck party for our members was held 
Dec. 15 with 28 people attending.  I find it very 
amazing that time after time there is a delicious 
array of food and it doesn’t end up with everyone 
bringing the same thing! 
 
Thanks to Randy, Barb and Mindy for their 
donations of the silent auction baskets.  They 
were in high demand and we realized $380.00 
from the auction.  
 
Our members are very generous and brought a 
trunk full of items to be donated to the food 
bank.  
 

Sleigh bells announced the arrival of Santa with 

gifts for everyone on his “nice” list.  

 

we reach to enrich their enjoyment and desire 

to preserve nature.  

 

Thank you, 

Bob Harvey  

President and Nature Interpreter 

 

 
 

 
Vi with Santa photo H. Allen 



MORRELL NEWSLETTER                   PAGE 3 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

Once again, as Trail Maintenance co-ordinator, 
I would like to thank all our devoted 
volunteers.  They have worked tirelessly to 
keep trails and roads safe and accessible 
during all kinds of weather.  High winds late 
last year brought down quite a few trees which 
were already weakened by the lack of rain in 
recent years.  The work crews did a terrific job 
of clearing all trees and debris from across 
roads and trails.  They also constructed 
another boardwalk along the Beaver Pond trail 
and will resume making that area safer when 
weather permits. 
 
Last fall we experienced three instances of 
vandalism, which were quickly repaired by 
volunteers.  To balance the bad deeds with 
some good, we are grateful to MJR Tree 
Services, who removed our large overhead 
Morrell Nature Sanctuary sign, then later 
hoisted it up and remounted it, at no cost to 
us, once our volunteers had refurbished the 
sign. 
 
Thank you to NALT for donating several wild 
ginger plants that have been planted in some 
of the damp spots in the Sanctuary.  We can 
now add these plants to our Morrell plant list.  
 
It’s great to see new faces along with the usual 
volunteers at trail maintenance.  It can often 
get crowded and a little noisy in the Woods 
Room where everyone enjoys coffee and 
cookies after working on the trails.  Come join 
us at 9:25 outside the Woods Room on 
Thursday mornings; it’s healthy outdoor 
exercise for a good cause. 
 
Val Booth 
Trail Maintenance Co-ordinator 
 

           Trail Maintenance 

 

Wild ginger 

 

Josef and Bill putting the final coat on the Morrell 

sign that many volunteers had a hand in.  

                                    Photo H. Allen  

                   Dates to Remember 

March 17  Open House 1:00 – 3:00 pm 

May 11      Plant Sale 8:30 – 1:00 pm 

May 25      Special Meeting of members to vote on   
        changes to two by-laws to maintain 
        our charity status with Can. Revenue 
        Agency 10:00 – 11:00 am 
 
June 8         Volunteer Lunch 12:00 – 2:00 pm 

Sept. 28      Annual General Meeting  

                     10:30 – 12:00 pm 

 

Dec. 5         Christmas decorating party Woods 

        Room 9:15 – 12:00 

Dec.  9        Nanaimo Lifestyles Volunteer’s party  

         2:00 – 2:00pm 

Dec. 14       Christmas Pot Luck Lunch party  

                     12:00 – 3:00pm 
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          Plant Sale 2019 

On Thursday, March 14 we will have our first 

plant sale meeting. The meeting will start 

around 11:30 after the trail maintenance 

coffee. Please attend if you can help out.  I 

look forward to meeting with everyone and 

hearing all your great ideas! 

Margaret Spencer 

Plant Sale Co-ordinator 

 

 

 

“What Mother Nature does is rigorous until 
proven otherwise; what humans and science 
do is flawed until proven otherwise.”  
                                       Nassim Nicholas Taleb 
 
 

Office Hour Changes 

 Greetings Everyone, 

 
Please join me in thanking Heather Allen for 
all her hard work, dedication and support at 
Morrell Nature Sanctuary. Heather, we wish 
you all the best in your future endeavours 
and retirement.  
 

As of mid-march the office hours will fluctuate 
every other week and may change, so please 
call the office before you come.  
 
The new hours will be: 
Week one:  
Mon. Tues. 9:00am to 1:00pm  
Wed. closed 
Thurs. Fri. 9:00am to 1:00pm 
Week two: 
Sun. Mon. 9:00am to 1:00pm  
Tues. closed 
Wed. Thurs. 9:00am to 1:00pm   
 
Carol Lefevre 
Office Manager 
250 753-5811 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Notes from the Board 

Our by-laws allow the Board to invite people to 

join the Board until the next AGM. James Dunn 

and Carol Lefevre were asked and agreed to join 

the Board in Oct. They both agreed to sit but 

then life got in the way and James had to resign 

because of personal reasons.  Carol had to resign 

because she is going to be the new Office 

Manager. She cannot hold both positions 

because it would be a conflict of interest. The 

Board is sorry to lose you both. 

 

We were very fortunate to receive a portion of 

the Gaming Grant that we applied for. The 

$8,500.00 will go a long way towards our yearly 

operating costs such as insurance, power, 

Worksafe BC premiums, wages, etc.  

 

Kent Anders generously made a plant list of all 

the plants that are in the Sanctuary.  If anyone 

would like a list please contact the office.  

 

If you have had to visit the outhouse by the kiosk 

I’m sure you noticed the addition of an interior 

ay.  
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 light.  It was very dark in there on a rainy winter’s 

day.  

 

The parking lot has become too small for the 

number of people visiting the Sanctuary.  The 

Board has started to clear one side of the 

driveway to use as angle parking. As it is now 

people park along both sides of the driveway and 

there isn’t enough room for a fire truck to gain 

access to the Woods Room or Office if it is 

needed.  

 

All the light bulbs in the Woods Room, tool crib 

and carpenter’s shop have been changed to LED 

bulbs to reduce our power consumption.  The 

fixture in the WR bathroom was changed because 

the wiring to the old one was suspect.  

 

We received a $1000.00 dividend from Harbour 

City Bingo because we own 1 share. 

 

The Board decided to purchase 15 new chairs 

because we have had to use benches for seating 

at our Volunteer Luncheon and Christmas Party.  

 

After much deliberation the Board has decided to 

raise the cost of a day at summer camp to $30.00 

from $25.00 per day.  This is because we need to 

offer wages comparable to other camps in order 

to retain our Summer Camp Staff. 

 

We had to cancel the Family Day Open House we 

had planned for Feb. 18 because of all the snow at 

the Sanctuary.   The Board decided to hold an 

open house on March 17, St. Patrick’s Day.  It will 

start at 1:00 and go until 3:00 pm.  

 

We are looking for volunteers to support the 

Sanctuary in our upcoming Mentor Program. The 

program is in the early stages of development and 

we are looking for help with the Education and 

Trail Maintenance programs.  
 

  Fungus Gardens on the Yew Loop  

 

 

 

                                                         All photos H. Allen 

The Morrell Nature Sanctuary is owned by the Nature Trust of BC; leased and managed by the 

Morrell Sanctuary Society for Environmental Education and all volunteer organization.  

 

Environmental  Education, an all-volunteer organization. 

 


