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President’s Message
It’s been a busy year this year, with the
completion of the Yew Loop project. We are now
concentrating on the upkeep of the trails. The
school programs were 90% booked this year and I
expect it to get back to possibly 100% for the
spring programs.
Our Nature Interpreter Training program will be
up and running this September to April on the
second Wednesday of each month from 9:30 to
11:30. We need new volunteers for the school
program, we currently have 5 that can be counted
on. So if you are interested in leading kindergarten
and up to grade 3 possibly grade 5, get in touch
with Carol, our office manager. What you will
learn is how the forest ecosystem function and
interacts with each other. But the real training is
doing the school programs. Each lesson, there’s 11
of them, has all the information you need. If you
stick with the training, you receive each month,
you will be able to take anyone into the forest on
a guided tour.
Our AGM is in September, and we have a few
people that will be leaving the board. The term is
for 2 years, but most stay on for years and their
time is coming to end.
They will be missed, and we need new board
members to continue the success of the Morrell
Nature Sanctuary.
The meetings run from 9:30 and could finish
sooner and no later than 11:30. We have had a
dedicated group of people who share the same
common interest of managing and protecting the
Morrell Nature Sanctuary property.

We need an official board to continue as a nonprofit society. If you love the Sanctuary, please
step up and help protect this wonderful piece of
property. Thank you.
Bob Harvey
President
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Remembering Karin Maley – 1938 to 2022

Office Hours

Office Hours:
Sunday
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM
(Last Sunday of the month closed)
Monday
9:15 AM – 12:15 PM
Tuesday
CLOSED
Wednesday 9:15 AM – 12:15 PM
(3rd Wed of month 9:00AM-12:00PM)
Thursday
9:15 AM – 12:15 PM
Friday
CLOSED
Saturday
CLOSED

Summer Camp Office Hours
Karin was a faithful volunteer at Morrell Sanctuary
for 15 years, serving on the Board of Directors and
various committees. She especially enjoyed the
annual plant sales, trail maintenance on Thursdays
and arranging nature walks and teas for seniors’
home groups. She even got her hands dirty with
roadside clean-ups and painting the office and
woods room, until her health slowed her
down. We will remember Karin’s cheerful, always
helpful nature and will miss her greatly.

Mon. – Fri.

8:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Hours may fluctuate,
please call ahead.
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Mid-Island Air Search and Rescue Society

Thank You for the donations!

Pictures from training day at the lake

OUR MISSON STATEMENT:
To preserve and promote the essential
character of Morrell Sanctuary’s evolving
ecosystem as a model of co-existence and as a
source of information, inspiration,
understanding, awareness,
and the enjoyment of nature.
In Memory of Karin Maley
• Josef Baur
• Val Booth
• Carol Lefevre
• Nicholas and Genevieve Foglietta
• Gail and Dennis Otto
Other Donations and Support
• Estate of Harry Adcock
• Ian Burnett
• Heather Allen
• Maura Nelson
• Madeleine Radford
• Will Petricko & Russ Haggerty (Monthly
Donors)
• Dave & Maureen Kirk (Monthly Donors)

Annual General Meeting
This year’s AGM will be held on Saturday
September 24th at 10:30 am. To maintain our
non-profit status, we need a minimum of 10% of
our members to attend ica
the meeting. It is
generally short and gives members a chance to
meet one another and see what’s been going on
in the Sanctuary for the past year. I really
encourage you to come out and meet our Board
Members, Office Manager, and some of our
incredible volunteers this year.
Can we tempt you with coffee, tea and snacks?
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Volunteer Invasive Plant Pull
It’s a huge job, thank God we have
committed volunteers to help!

Help Wanted
We are in desperate need of volunteers to train for
and lead our school programs that run from April
until Mid-June each year. NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED
Basic Forest Ecology training starts Sept and runs
through May. It is only 2 hours once a month, the
second Wednesday of the month from 9:30-11:30
am. After the training you can shadow our trained
interpreters until you feel comfortable enough to
lead a program on your own.
You can pick and choose which days and programs
you are available for as well. It is very rewarding
being able to lead school programs that teach our
youngsters about the forest and its habitat.
If you or anyone you know would like more
information, please contact:
Carol Lefevre at: morrell@shawbiz.ca
Phone: 250-753-5811
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Trail Maintenance
As you all know, the past five months have been
strange and unexpected, weatherwise. It has
taken that long before we were finally able to get
lines painted in the main parking lot, after waiting
for the frequent rains to stop.
In the meantime, the crews finished the Yew Loop
trail post-and-rail installation and painting,
continued the usual invasive plant removal and
trail upkeep.
On May 18 when some powerful winds suddenly
hit southern sections of Nanaimo, Morrell
Sanctuary experienced a few days with no power
to our office and no access to the parking lot,
when a falling tree struck a pole and brought wires
down, causing a dangerous
situation. Nevertheless, determined walkers and
hikers found alternate routes to approach the
trails. Our dedicated volunteers worked hard and
long hours for a week or so to clean up the mess
and damage caused by the winds.
In June we planted five native yew trees in the
Yew Loop Forest, since we had long since lost any
living yews in that area.
Summer is now upon us, with day camps in the
Woods Room, so we are returning just before
noon each Thursday after trail maintenance to the
office deck for our refreshments and chitchats. Our volunteers meet at the side of the
woods room at 9:20 to 9:30 on Thursday
mornings, rain, or shine.
Val Booth
Trail Maintenance Co-Ordinator
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Trail Maintenance continued…
Volunteer pond dippers? Pulling reeds from
the ponds to help the habitat for future
Educational Programs.

New sign installed at Alder Trail

Adding Gravel for picnic table area

