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A NEW ARRIVAL

litter of 1 to 5 kits.
Their diet consists of small mammals, birds, eggs,
berries and insects and they will scavenge carrion
if it is found. They are very fast and agile and will
hunt squirrels. In England and Wales the
European pine marten is being reintroduced and is
credited with reducing the number of invasive
gray squirrels. They have found when the gray
squirrels are gone the red squirrel population
increases.

Photo by B. Harvey

This guy or gal is causing quite a stir at the
Sanctuary. It is a Pine Marten, a member of the
Mustelidae family which includes mink, otters
and weasels. They are native to this area but
their numbers were severely reduced by
trapping. It is a rare sight in the forest.
They are about 21 inches in length and its bushy
tail can be 10 inches. Males are slightly larger
than females and weight about 3 ½ pounds.
Their fur is usually light to dark brown and grows
longer and silkier during the winter. They have a
cream to yellow colored bib marking their
throats. Their head is broad, and they have a
sharp nose. The ears are large and rounded like a
cat and their eyes are large and black. They have
sharp, curved and semi-retractable claws.
They like second growth forests because there
are lots of piles of woody debris and rotten
stumps where they can rest and make their dens.
Females give birth in March or early April to a

Two martens were sighted in the Sanctuary. As
the males are very territorial it is likely the pair
seen was a male and female.
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“THE PATS”
Morrell Sanctuary said good-bye to two of our
most energetic and dedicated volunteers
Patricia and Patrick Ansell. They have moved
to Ontario (Kingston) to be closer to their
family. The Pats have been with us for fifteen
years and have volunteered in every position
that the Sanctuary had to offer. There will be
a huge void to fill. Good luck to them in their
new home. Our loss is Kingston’s gain!
Silent auction items

Flo Dadds, Volunteer

Patricia and Patrick checking out the coffee table book “All
about Morrell” compiled and presented to them by Bob
Harvey.

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS
Two Christmas parties were held at the
Sanctuary again this year.
We have a group of volunteers who are clients
of Nanaimo Supportive Lifestyles. Eight of the
volunteers with two of their support workers
were here on Dec. 11 for a pizza lunch hosted
by Valerie and Heather. After lunch we
enjoyed a few rounds of “Button Button” and
then presented our guests with Morrell pins as
a way of saying thank you for their hard work.
On Dec. 16 our Morrell Pot Luck Luncheon took

place in the Woods Room. We had a full house
with 39 people in attendance. We managed to
squeeze everyone in and again the meal was
delicious, somehow it always works out that
everyone doesn’t bring potatoes!
Randy and Barb Milligan donated various
Christmas baskets full of Christmas goodies and a
decorative rocking horse. Sue Wilkinson donated
a beautiful hand crafted Christmas wreath. These
were sold to the highest bidder by silent auction,
with proceeds going to the Sanctuary. Thank you
both for your generosity!
Santa arrived with a sack of presents to give to
everyone on his “nice” list. Loaves and Fishes was
the recipient of food bank donations brought by
our members.

Santa and his elf
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A WALK IN THE WOODS

Many thanks to our devoted volunteers for
keeping the Morrell Sanctuary’s grounds and
buildings in good condition.
Val Booth,
Trail Maintenance Co-ordinator

VI SAVAGE, QUEEN FOR THE DAY

“There is nothing so sanative, so poetic, as a
walk in the woods and fields even now, when I
meet none abroad for pleasure. In the street
and in society I am almost invariably cheap and
dissipated, my life is unspeakably mean. No
amount of gold or respectability would in the
least redeem it, — dining with the Governor or
a member of Congress!! But alone in distant
woods or fields, I come to myself, I once more
feel myself grandly related, and that cold and
solitude are friends of mine. I suppose that this
value, in my case, is equivalent to what others
get by churchgoing and prayer. I thus dispose of
the superfluous and see things as they are,
grand and beautiful.”
Henry David Thoreau

TRAIL MAINTENANCE
Over the past four months, our busy crews
caught up on; trimming overgrown trail
vegetation, clearing trails of debris and fallen
trees, digging trenches for water run-off after
rains, put more non-skid on boardwalk surfaces.
They also took part in the fall road-side litter
pick-up, removed leaves and debris from building
roofs and replaced the whiteboard in the kiosk.

November 29 was a special day for a special lady.
A surprise birthday party and her “regal robes”
were thanks to Janis and Janice. Vi celebrated her
90th birthday with family and friends.

EDUCATION
Bill Morrell would be very pleased with the
number of elementary school students that came
to the Sanctuary last year to learn about nature.
64 teachers booked programs during the year and
just over 1300 students came on field trips.
Usually the spring is our busiest time of year but
last fall saw lots of students checking out seeds
and spores in the Sanctuary.
The most popular program by far is the “Pond
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Dippers” program where the children dip into the
beaver pond from the docks with aquarium nets
to capture whatever may be in the water. We
then empty their nets into a shallow white
container so all the students can see and identify
what was caught. Tadpoles, newts, caddisfly
larvae, water boatman and dragonfly larvae are
just some of the critters that they have caught.
After they have been identified we gently release
them back into the pond.
There are 2 Nature Interpreters needed for every
program so that kept our group of 8 interpreters
very busy. Training under Bob Harvey, our Head
Interpreter has begun again and we are fortunate
that 7 more people have joined the group. You
sometimes wonder if what you are doing is
making a difference but when you hear children
say “this was the best day ever” or “can we come
back tomorrow” it makes it very worthwhile. This
year promises to be very busy again as there are
already 20 spring programs booked.

volunteers contributed 2819 hours of their time in
the last year. The total breaks down into the
following categories: trail maintenance 1415
hours, nature interpreters 746 hours and
miscellaneous 658 hours. Misc. includes: Board
meetings, fundraising, treasurer hours, Woods
Room cleaning and the list goes on and on. There
are quite a few hours missed because people
forget to mark them down! Our volunteers are
the most important resource that the Morrell
Sanctuary Society has. Without them the Society
couldn’t exist. If you have any spare time please
come and join us.

AN UPCOMING EVENT
Our first event of the year is an Open House on
Family Day, February 12 from 1:00 to 3:00 pm.
The Woods Room will be open and volunteers will
have coffee and cookies for anyone who cares to
drop in. Bring your family for a hike then stop in.
Some of the nature interpreters will be stationed
in the forest to answer any questions you may
have about forest ecology.
Bring your neighbours and come and join us.

AN EDIBLE TREE STUMP
Margaret made this incredible cake for the Pats
to be enjoyed at their last day at trail
maintenance. Not only did it look incredible but
it tasted incredible too!
Photo P. Fraser

Photo H. Allen

WHY WE FUNDRAISE
As you know the Morrell Sanctuary Society is a
non- profit organization. We rely on donations
and fundraising in order to pay our bills. In order
to receive grant money we have to show that we
are trying to raise money. We keep track of
volunteer hours too; to show we have an active
membership. Our core group of approximately 40

The Morrell Nature Sanctuary is owned by the Nature Trust of BC;
leased and managed by the Morrell Sanctuary Society for
Environmental Education, an all-volunteer organization.

